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Where was the problem?

GoodsGoodsGoodsGoods

“cross-border”

response: response: response: response: 

---- International International International International 
Merchandise Trade Merchandise Trade Merchandise Trade Merchandise Trade 
Statistics (IMTS), Rev.3 Statistics (IMTS), Rev.3 Statistics (IMTS), Rev.3 Statistics (IMTS), Rev.3 ----
Compilers ManualCompilers ManualCompilers ManualCompilers Manual

ServicesServicesServicesServices

• mode 1: “cross-border” 

• mode 2: consumption abroad

• mode 3: commercial 
presence

• mode 4: presence of natural 
persons

response: response: response: response: 
---- Manual on Statistics of Manual on Statistics of Manual on Statistics of Manual on Statistics of 
International Trade in International Trade in International Trade in International Trade in 
Services (MSITS)Services (MSITS)Services (MSITS)Services (MSITS)

---- Compilation guideCompilation guideCompilation guideCompilation guide
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International Trade in 
Services in MSITS 2010

Conventional statistical meaning same as 
described in BPM6: between residents and 
non-residents. 
But…..

– Not always clear separation with trade in goods 
– Some services are non-transportable.. need the 

proximity between producer and consumer for 
services to be supplied

– Extension generally referred to “supply of 
services”
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The Manual on Statistics of 
International Trade in Services 

(MSITS 2010)
Guidelines and recommendations on the 

measurement of trade in services

Balance of Payments 
services statistics

Foreign Affiliates 
statistics

Statistics on the international 
supply of services by mode 

(incl. mode 4)
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Compiler’s Guide

• MSITS 2010 implementation programme 
endorsed by UN Statistical Commission

drafting a Compilers Guide (CG):
• Practical advice, good country examples and 

pitfalls to be avoided
• For developed and developing countries: expert 

group 
• Beyond BPM6 CG and tourism stats CG:

– More on services – EBOPS 2010
– Partner country and modes of supply
– FATS and the international supply of services



Outline of compiler’s guide

Part I General frameworks
Part II Data collection
Part III Data compilation
Part IV Data dissemination 

and Cross cutting
Importance of quality, metadata and 
use of IT tools in production process

Follows logic of generic statistical 
business process



Part II Data collection
Chapter 4 Introduction and overview of data 

sources within Modes of Supply
framework

Chapter 5 Registers and Survey frames
Chapter 6 Enterprise and establishment surveys
Chapter 7 Surveys of persons and households
Chapter 8 International Transactions 

Reporting Systems
Chapter 9 Administrative records
Chapter 10 Other data sources
Chapter 11 Comparing data sources



Survey of Computer Software and IT 
Services Export – case of India

Excerpt from Part II on -line version, Chapter 6 of 
CG MSITS 2010



Excerpt from Part II, Chapter 7 of CG MSITS 2010: 
“good practices”
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Chapter 11 
Comparing 

Data 
Sources



Part III Data compilation 
Chapter 12  Introduction and overview of data 

compilation within Modes of Supply
framework

Chapter 13  Integration of data from different 
sources

Chapter 14  Compilation of resident/non-resident 
trade in services statistics

Chapter 15  Compilation of FATS and the 
international supply of services

Chapter 16  Compilation of additional indicators on  
the international supply of services

Chapter 17  Estimation and modeling of missing  
data, forecasting or back-casting



Excerpt from Part III, Chapter 14 of CG MSITS 2010:  
Integrated Aspects of Tourism and Travel Statistics  
in Austria
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Excerpt from Part III, Chapter 15 of CG MSITS 2010:  
compiling total FATS sales in services industries 
vs. sales/supply of services in all industries



MSITS2010 Compiler’s 
Guide: finalization

• Unedited draft submitted to UN SC (march 2014) to 
endorse for use, paper version to be finalized by end 2014

• TF agreed that guide streamlined and harmonized 
(content and presentation) and gives clearer guidance (in 
particular for developing countries)

• Timeline : 
– April-July (IOs to finalize drafts) 
– Continued Virtual Meeting of Expert Group: May-August
– Presented to Task Force on International Trade Stats.
– Final editing: November 2014

• Paper version: ‘joined product’ with well-maintained online 
website (links with full country examples, more detail, and 
continuously refreshed and updated)


